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Communication And The Pony Express

A Study in Contrasts

You Do The Math

The Pony Express carried mail from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento, California.  They strived to deliver the mail in 10 days or less.  The trip took 1,840 miles to Sacramento where the mail was loaded on a steamer to travel down the Sacramento River to San Francisco for a total of 1,966 miles.  Today we travel at a much faster speed.  Let’s consider the comparisons.


Create the trip from St. Joseph to Sacramento at http://www.freetrip.com
How long would it take to make the same trip from St. Joseph to Sacramento by car? 

____________________________________________________________________________

What is the difference in hours between the 1860 route and the trip taken today? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 What is the distance compared to the trip made in 1860?

____________________________________________________________________________

What is the difference between the distance in 1860 and today?  

____________________________________________________________________________

The Pony Express riders stopped about every 15 miles to change horses.  

How many times would you stop with the current mileage if you were to stop every 15 miles?

____________________________________________________________________

When making the trip today, if you stopped every 15 minutes.  On which road would you be 

traveling during the ninth stop? 

____________________________________________________________________

At the ninth stop, how many miles would you have to go to get to Sacramento?

____________________________________________________________________

If there are 417 miles remaining until entering Sacramento, how many miles have been 

accumulated?

______________________________________________________________________
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